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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Good afternoon,
everyone. Welconme to the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation's Public Comrent Hearing on
the application of Cicket Valley Energy Center for air,
water, and freshwater wetl ands permts fromthe
Departnment of Environnental Conservation in order to
construct and operate a natural gas-powered
el ectric-generating facility and interconnection
substation |ocated on Route 22 in the Town of Dover at
the former Mca Products industrial site.

' m Admi ni strative Law Judge Hel ene
Col dberger of the Departnent's O fice of Hearings and
Medi ation Services. M role at this hearing is solely
to conduct this hearing, which is intended to take your
comments on the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent and
draft permts.

After the Departnent staff has revi ened
your conments, both witten and oral, it will decide
whet her to refer the project to ny office for further
proceedi ngs that could entail another public hearing,

i ssues conference, and a fact-finding hearing.

The Hearing Notice for this hearing this

afternoon was published in the May 25th, 2011, edition

of the Environmental Notice Bulletin and The
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Poughkeepsi e Jour nal

If you have not done so already and w sh
to nmake a comrent at this session, please fill out a
regi stration card. There are sone outside on the table,
and there's some up here, too. | wll call you up to
speak in the order that | received the cards, except for
the initial speakers fromthe Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation, the Applicant, or elected
of ficials.

Al so, witten statenents have the sane
wei ght as those given orally, so consider providing
comrents in witing. You have, also, until August 1st
to send in any witten comments if you don't have any to
provi de today. Especially if your conments are | engthy,
witten conments are very nuch appreciated. Even if you
want to make an oral statement, the witten version wll
hel p the court reporter

Pl ease speak slowy and distinctly so
that the court reporter can take your comrents verbatim

And let's get started. The first speaker
will be the Departnent’'s representative, Steve Tonmasi k.

MR. TOVASIK: Good afternoon, |adies and

gentl enen. Thank you for comng out on this rather

muggy day.
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Before | start, | want to point out that
at the Departnent of Environnental Conservation table
out in the Iobby, and up here as well, we have several

handouts that will acconpany what | have to say today.

First of all, we have an updated
Community Fact Sheet. |If any of you were at the Scoping
nmeeting, | believe, last year around this tine, there

was a Fact Sheet that was prepared that describes a
little bit about the project, what sone of the
environmental inpacts are that DEC has identified, a
little bit about the pernmits that are required from DEC,
and sonewhat about the process of DEC and permitting and
SEQR review for the project.

Al so, there is a one-page, front and
back, handout that describes what is happening today at
this public hearing, and, also, there's a copy of the
power point that |'mgoing to be presenting right now,
whi ch has sone additional information that you m ght
want to take home with you as you prepare additiona
comrents that you nmight want to deliver at a later tine.

So, essentially, the agenda for today is:
"Il give a brief overview of DEC s SEQR, State
Environnental Quality Review, procedures that have been

conducted so far and a little bit about the permt
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applications and permt reviews that have been conducted
for the project.

After | speak, we're going to have a
representative of the Cricket Valley Energy project give
a short presentation about the project itself, and then,
after that, we will head right into the public coment
sessi on.

Wiy is DEC involved in this project at
all? Wll, it's because of, in order for this project
to be built, the Applicant is required to obtain severa
permts fromthe Departnent of Environmenta
Conservati on

The bi ggest one, primarily, is the Air
State Facility Permt, which is -- authorizes the
construction and initial operation of a thousand
megawatt power plant and the associated air issues that
woul d result fromthat.

Al so, because the project site contains
State-regul ated wetland in adjacent areas, under Article
24 of the Environnental Conservation Law, a wetl and
permt is required from DEC

And, al so, because the site contains some
areas of wetlands that are under the jurisdiction of the

US. Arny Corps of Engineers, the DECis involved
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because we nust issue what's called a Section 401 Water
Quality Certification in association with the Federa
revi ew and approval of that permt.

So the reason we're here -- one of the
maj or reasons we're here today is because of the State
Environnental Quality Review process, or SEQR  SEQR
requires that environmental factors be considered as
part of any approval that is issued by a State or Loca
agency in New York State for a project.

What that neans is that for a project
such as the one we're considering today, we have severa
State agencies involved: Us, for the pernits |
previously described. There will also be approvals
required fromthe Public Service Conm ssion, fromthe
State Departnent of Transportation, and al so a nunber of
| ocal approvals that will be required fromthe Town --
vari ous Town boards, the County Heal th Departnent,
et cetera.

So SEQR encourages that all of those
agenci es that have sonme type of approval authority over
a project comuni cate with each other and try to conme up
with a uniform Environmental Review process. SEQR
requires that the Environnental Review begin as early in

the process as possible, and, of course, this SEQR
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process has now been going on for alnost a period of two
years.

There are various points in the SEQR
process where the public is brought in and invited to
partici pate and provide comments, and today's hearing
and the public coment period that will extend to August
1st is one of those points in the process. And the key
thing here about SEQR is that the SEQR process nust be
completed prior to any of the Involved Agenci es naking a
final decision on their permt approval or any other
approval authority they may have over a project.

So, for exanple, the permits that |
di scussed earlier, DEC could not issue any of those
permts until the SEQR process is conplete. So it's not
a qui ck and easy process, and so far there have been a
nunber of steps that have been acconpli shed.

Back on April 12th of 2010, the DEC
Commi ssi oner designated the DEC as the | ead agency for
SEQR review -- I'msorry. | think | missed a slide.
Excuse ne.

Coi ng through a couple of definitions in
the SEQR process: Earlier | said that any State or
Local agency that has a discretionary approval to make

about a project is an Involved Agency in SEQR. In other
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words, those are the agencies that have to conplete the
SEQR process before they can issue their final
determ nations. Wen SEQR is a coordinated review, one
of those Involved Agencies can step up to the plate and
say, "l want to be the Lead Agency." The Lead Agency is
t he agency that coordinates the SEQR revi ew and conducts
the SEQR review on behalf of all the other Involved
Agenci es so that not every agency is doing an
i ndependent SEQR review. And we'll get -- obviously,
we'll get to the slide that | referred to later to talk
about that designation.

The Scope is -- excuse me. The Scope is
t hat document that describes those issues that are to be
issued in the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, and
the Draft EI'S and the Final EI'S are those documents that
describe the potential environmental inpacts associated
with a project and also identify nitigation neasures
that can reduce or mnimze those inpacts to the maxi mum
extent possible.

And, finally, Findings. Findings is
what -- is a docunment that is prepared by every I|nvol ved
Agency after the Lead Agency conpl etes the SEQR review,
ending in the Final Environnental |npact Statenent. And

t he Findi ngs docunent is that document that each of the
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agencies that | described here -- the DEC, Public
Servi ce Commi ssion, DOH, Departnment of Transportation,
and all the Town Boards that are associated -- would
need to make in order to determ ne whether or not they
are going to approve or not approve their permt that's
associated with the project. The one thing about
Findings is that Findings cannot be nade by any agency
until at least ten days after the Final Environnental
| mpact St atenent has been issued by the Lead Agency.

So, now havi ng gone through that, | can
get to the process so far.

Agai n, back on April 12th of 2010, the
DEC Conmm ssi oner designated the DEC as the Lead Agency
for SEQR review. And we did assune that role.

On May 3rd, 2010, DEC issued a Positive
Declaration. "Positive Declaration" under SEQR neans
that we were requiring that an Environnental | npact
Statenment be prepared for the project.

In addition, at the sane tine, we al so
decided that we wanted to issue a Draft Scope for the
DEI'S and offer the public the opportunity to identify
those issues that they wanted to be addressed in the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent.

So, on June 5th and June 9th, 2010, DEC
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hel d public hearings here and solicited comments from
the public on what -- those itens that shoul d be
i ncluded in the Final Scope.

On July 16th, DEC issued the Final Scope
for the Draft EIS, and fromthat period of tine
until May 18th of this year, DEC has been working with
the Applicant to produce the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent, which is the docunent that is under review
today and which we are soliciting conments on at this
tine.

They -- we accepted the Draft EI'S on My
18th, and | should say -- it's not shown here, but at
the same tinme that we accepted the Draft EIS for the
project, we also accepted the applications that the
Applicant submitted to us for Air, Wtlands, and Vater
Quality Certification for the project as conplete
applications and -- with associated draft pernmts for
t hose applications as well.

On May 25th, 2011, the conpletion of
the -- excuse me -- the Notice of Conpletion of the --
Noti ce of Conplete Applications and the acceptance of
the Draft EIS was posted in the Environmental Notice
Bulletin and al so published as a Legal Notice in The

Poughkeepsi e Jour nal
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And then, of course, today we are here at
the public hearing for this project.

Now, | should point out that DEC has been
in the process of accepting conments on this project
since May 25th, when the Notice was published both in
the ENB and The Poughkeepsi e Journal, and the Agency,
after today, will be accepting witten conments on both
the Draft Environnental Inpact Statement and the
compl ete applications and draft permts until August
1st.

| just want to point out that,
originally, in our Notice we had listed, |I believe, July
25th as the final date for receipt of comments, but we
did get a request fromthe Town of Dover to extend the
comrent period for at |east the period of that week so
that the Town Board could have the opportunity to have a
nmeeting and provide comments during that week. So we
deci ded that we woul d extend the comment period for a
full week, to August 1st, and that comment period is
open to all parties who wish to conment through that
peri od of tinme.

Then agai n, once we have received the
comments, we will consider the comments and a Draft --

excuse nme -- a Final Environnmental |npact Statenent will
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be prepared. And the Final Environnmental |npact
Statenent will include all the comrents that we receive
here today. It will include all witten coments that
we receive during the public comment period, and it wll
al so include DEC s response to those comments. So that
will all be part of the official record, including any
additional requirenents or analysis that is conducted
between now and the tinme the Final Environmental | npact
Statenment is prepared.

This is how you submt comments: You can
speak here today. |If -- again, if you just arrived, if
you wi sh to speak, there are cards up here, or at the
table in the foyer, that you could fill out to register
to speak. You can send conmments by regular mail to ne
at the address above, by e-mnil at the address, or by
f ax.

And | do want to point out again that DEC
gi ves equal weight to all comments that we receive,
whet her at today's hearing or in witing.

At this point -- oh, excuse ne. | guess
that's one last thing.

These are the places where you can obtain
copies of the Draft Environnental Inpact Statement and

the conpl ete applications for DEC permts.
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And, at this point, | would like to turn
t he m crophone over to the project sponsor, who wll
give a short presentation.

Before we nove on to the project sponsor,
I just want to graciously acknow edge the nunber of DEC
officials and staff people who are here in the room
today, and | woul d encourage anyone to feel free to
approach any one of us with any questions you have for
t he Agency.

W have Regional Director for Region 3,
WIllie Janeway right here. W have ny supervisor, Chris
Hogan, who is the Director of the Mjor Projects
Managenent Section in the Al bany Central Ofice. W
have Lisa WIkinson in the back. She's the attorney
fromthe Central O fice who is involved in the project
managenent for our process. And, of course, Helene
Col dberger is the ALJ.

And, at this point, if there isn't any
ot her advice fromny supervisor, | will turn this over
to M. Fred Sellars.

MR. SELLARS: Thank you. M name is Fred
Sellars. I'mwth a firmcalled Arcadis. W're the
| ead environmental consulting firmfor the project, and

I want to al so wel conme you all here today.
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We have overall responsibility, with the
Applicant, for preparing the Environnmental |npact
Statenment that's the topic of today's neeting, as well
as all of the permt applications that are al so under
review today. | want to again thank you all for com ng
out .

| just want to spend just a couple of
m nutes, before we get to your comments, just to sort of
review the project again so everyone understands exactly
what it is we're tal king about and what's proposed.

The Cricket Valley Energy Center is a
1, 000 negawatt natural gas-fired, conbined cycle power
plant. And in a couple of slides, I'll discuss what
"conmbined cycle” is. But what it does represent is the
state-of-the-art in technology. It is the cleanest and
nost efficient way to generate electricity with fossi
fuels that is avail able today anywhere in the world.

Through the efforts of the Applicant,
Cricket Valley Energy, as well as their engineers, and
with a lot of input froma lot of you and the Agenci es,
we believe we've cone up with a very, very responsible,
| owi mpact environnental design.

And the purpose of the project is to

provide efficient and reliable baseload electricity in
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the New York grid using clean-burning natural gas. One
of the benefits of the project is that because of its
superior efficiency and superior environnental
characteristics, it will actually displace the operation
of older, less efficient and higher-emtting power
plants that are in the region.

Wiy that's inportant for Dover is as is
evidenced in the Environnental [npact Statenent itself.
The air quality in Dover is greatly affected by sources
outside of Dover in the region, and | think that's al
qualified pretty well in the Environnental |npact
St at enent .

In addition, the project will contribute
substantially to the tax base and | ocal econony w t hout
a significant burden on infrastructure and services
provided by the Town. It provides a lot of its own
services together, so it provides a |ot of revenue
wi thout a | ot of burden.

The facility is located just down the
road here on Route 22 in what's right now the M d-Hudson
Recycling Park. It is inactive. As you can see in the
picture behind me, it's an inactive 131-acre industrial
site that has a long history of use for various

i ndustri es.
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It is a very appropriate site for a power
plant, we feel, because inmediately north and abutting
the site, as you can see on the diagramto the north,
there's electric power lines, which are owned by
Consol i dat ed Edi son of New York, and those are 345
kil ovolt high voltage lines, which can carry a | ot of
electricity, and so they will export the electricity
fromthe project into the grid. And there is a natura
gas pipeline owed by Iroquois Interstate Natural Gas
Company. And that, again, is a very large vol une
interstate natural gas pipeline that abuts the project
just to the north. So, as a result, there won't be | ong
i nterconnects connecting the project to the
infrastructure.

I medi ately south of the facility -- and
you can see the abandoned industrial buildings on your
photo -- but inmmediately south of the facility is also
i ndustrial property that's owned by How and Lake
Partners, and abutting the site right -- south of the
arrow there; you can see it -- it is the Metro-North
Rail Line, and it bisects the site so that east of the
rail line is about a 57-acre parcel upon which the
project will be built. Wst of the site is relatively

undi sturbed, a lot of wetlands associated with the Swanp
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Ri ver, about 75 acres in size. That part of the site
wi Il not be touched by the project. |In fact, that |and
wi Il be preserved from devel opnent by the project.
During the construction process, to
mnimze traffic inpacts in and out of the site and to
provide an area for the workers to park, the project has
secured an option on a piece of property that's about
two and a half mles north, also right on Route 22.
Ri ght near -- you can see the triangle that's forned
there. 1t's an active agricultural field right now,

right where Od Route 22 joins in with Route 22, just

north of Sherman Hill Road. |It's about a 30-acre site
there that has been optioned. |It's an agricultura
field. It will be a tenporary use up there: Primarily

for parking for the construction workers during the

t hree-year construction schedule. The workers will park
there and be shuttled to and fromthe site in shuttle
buses, and that will reduce the traffic on Route 22 in
and around the plant. The bus schedul e for noving the
workers in and out has been carefully coordinated with
the schools and the traffic analysis that was done to
avoi d peak traffic and school bus schedules. And there
will be a new tenporary access to Route 22 that's

created as a result of this project. Follow ng
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compl etion of the construction of the project, this wll
all be restored back to resune agricultural use.

The project on the site that's just south
of here -- as you can see in the pictures there -- is
beneficially reclaimng an inactive industrial site that
has a long history of use. It dates back to the late
1930s, early 1940s, when it was used for nmagnesi um
processing in the |ead-up to, and during, Wrld War 11.
Foll owi ng that use, it was used in form ca manufacturing
for a nunber of years. After that use, it had various
other industrial uses on a short scale, including tire
recycling and sone other things. Right nowit's
inactive. And the buildings that are there will be
renoved. And there has been, as was, you know, evident
and conmon in the '40s and '50s and ' 60s, sone dunping
of materials.

The picture on the bottomis the wetland
on the site. It's actually the only regul ated wetl and
that will be encroached on by the project itself, but
that wetland will be restored as part of the project in
a wetland restoration and renovation plan that's been
wor ked on by not only the scientists at Arcadis, but
also with a lot of input fromthe Departnent of

Envi ronnent al Conservation, and a | ot of suggestions and
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t hought fromthem

Here you see some renderings of what the
facility will look like. It has -- the power plant
itself will have three separate units consisting of
combustion turbines run by natural gas.

Now, a conbustion turbine is simlar to,
but nuch larger than, the engine that you would find on
ajet airplane. It generates electricity by conbusting
natural gas, spinning. |It's attached to a generator,
whi ch generates electricity directly, but one of the
benefits, and what nmakes the conbi ned cycl e project
very, very efficient and very environnentally
responsible, is the waste heat fromthat conbustion
process is captured in sonething called a heat recovery
st eam generator, which is kind of a fancy nane for a
boiler, but instead of burning a fuel to boil water into
steam it uses the waste heat fromthat combustion
turbi ne process. That waste heat then turns into steam
The steam goes through a steamturbine and it generates
about a third additional electricity. So, as a result,
we can generate a thousand negawatts of electricity from
this plant with a much small er environnental footprint
than a conventional power plant woul d.

As | nentioned before, the facility wll
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be powered exclusively with natural gas fromthe
adj acent lroquois pipeline and connected to the grid via
t he adj acent high-voltage transm ssions.

The exhaust fromthe facility will be
t hrough three co-located 282-and-a-half foot stacks.
You see themin the picture at the top there. The
stacks have been co-located into one group basically to
aid in the dispersion of the exhaust plunme, to mnimze
air quality inpacts. And the stacks are carefully
designed to be the optimal height to mninize air

quality in relation to the building and the vicinity

around it.

Water that will be used in the facility
will be mnimzed through a couple of different
pr ocesses.

First of all, that steam generation that
| tal ked about, after the steam generates electricity
t hrough the steamturbine, the steamhas to be
recondensed back into water before it can be used again.
There's a nunber of ways that you can do that. The
conventional way is to use water, a water-cool ed system
to recondense the steam back into water. Here, instead,
we'll use air cooling. So instead of a water dermand for

a plant of this size, which would normally be sonewhere



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21
PROCEEDI NGS

around five mllion gallons a day, it's considerably
lower; in the area of a few thousand gall ons a day.
There will be no processed water discharged fromthe
facility to the river or anyplace el se, because it's

i ncorporating a zero-liquid discharge process that wll
internally recycle water, and, as a result, there wll
be no water discharged.

Sanitary di scharge, however, from showers
and rest roomfacilities and the like will be to an
on-site septic system very simlar to the systemthat
you m ght have at your hone.

If all goes well and we finish the
permtting process by when we hope to, the facility wll
begi n construction next year. It will be a three-year
construction process. Over that three-year average,
there will be an average construction workforce of about
300 people. During the various phases of construction,
that workforce will go up and dowmn. There will be a
peak constructi on workforce of about 750 people for
about a five-nonth period in the mddle of that
t hree-year construction process. Once constructed, the
facility will provide permanent enploynent for a
wor kf orce of between 25 and 30 skilled workers. And

commercial operation is expected to be sonetine in 2015.
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So, again, | want to thank you all for
comi ng. W have spent quite a bit of time working
t hrough this process and i n devel opi ng the Environnental
| npact Statenent, with a lot of input fromthe
Departnment of Environnental Conservation -- | want to
thank you very much -- as well as you, the public.
W' ve had a series of workshops. A lot of people have
br ought good i deas, questions, and thoughts, which have
really gone into this. W l|look forward to hearing your
comrents this afternoon and this evening. |If you have
any questions and don't want to pose those questions on
the record, or just want to tal k about the project,
there will be representatives fromthe project, as well
as the Departnent, outside in the foyer after the
hearing and before this evening' s session. But, in
addition, Cricket Valley Energy has a local office on
Market Street. |It's nmanned at |east three days a week,
Tuesday through Thursday. Stop by any tinme if you want
to ask any questions or |ook at the DEI'S or provide any
comrents informally there.

So, again, thank you very nuch.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER:  Thank you

The next speaker will be Town Supervisor

Ryan Courti en.
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MR, COURTI EN: Thank you.

"Il be brief. Thank you all for com ng
today. |'m Town of Dover Supervisor Ryan Courtien.

The Town of Dover Town Board will be
spendi ng the next nonth putting together our conments.
As an I nvol ved Agency, the Town Board has a speci al
permt to grant or deny for this project. I'mglad to
have secured an extension of witten conments until
Monday, August 1st, for the Town Board, but certainly
benefitting everyone invol ved.

| had requested to the DEC, on behal f of
the residents of Dover, a Saturday public hearing; the
sanme as the Town Board had held for the Dover Knolls
proj ect when we were Lead Agency. The DEC has not seen

fit to hold a Saturday public hearing, but the Town

Board will be holding a special neeting on a Saturday
inJuly -- that Saturday is still to be determned -- at
whi ch comments can be held -- can be heard, and we will
be forwarding themto the DEC. | had a conversation

with Regional Director WIllie Janeway, and any conments

made at the nmeeting will be treated as though it was a
public hearing of the DEC. | look forward to hearing
everyone's conmments and questions, and I'll be around if

anyone has any questions of nyself.
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Thank you

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you

Dut chess County Legi sl ator Al an Surman.

MR. SURMAN: Good afternoon, everyone. |
have m xed enotions about this project. There are sone
serious negatives. There are definitely some positives.

We can take the negatives on the front.
| guess the nenory of the explosion in Connecticut is
still fresh in a |lot of people's mnds, the KIeen Energy
plant, and that's about two-thirds the size of this
pl ant .

| guess, as a society, we're all alittle
guilty because we have a trenendous demand for
electrical power. W all like our plasma TVs or our LCD
TVs and our air conditioning, so the grid in this
country is under trenendous strain. And there are very
few ways you can really generate power

W have the nuclear option. You can see
what happened i n Japan. Wen things go wong, you're
stuck with a disaster that may | ast centuries, as far as
spent fuel rods and things like that. So that is not
near an exact science.

Maybe in the future, maybe, controlled

fusion, and we're many, many decades away fromthat,
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where we have a clean source of power. So, until that
point intine, we are stuck with a trade-off.

So, we have coal. Coal-fired plants are
one of the dirtiest in this country, and that's a | ot of
acid rain falling down in our region.

You have the petrol eumfactor, but we
don't produce enough oil in this country to support our
ener gy needs.

You have sol ar energy --

(Brief interruption.)

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: |I'mreally sorry, but
the court reporter can't hear the speaker.

Go ahead. Sorry.

MR. SURMAN:  You have sol ar and w nd, but
just to take care of the electrical needs in New York
State alone, you'd have to cover al nost one percent of
the surface area of the state in fol dabl e take-downs,
and that's not going to happen any tinme soon.

So, arguably -- and one other factor
peopl e may not realize is: The nost dangerous form of
el ectrical power generation, believe it or not, is
hydr opower, as witnessed by a major damfailing in
China, in 1975, where over 171,000 people were killed

when a series of hydroelectric dans failed that weren't
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engi neered properly. And this is a question for people
out there. These things were built in the '50s. And it
destroyed 11 million homes, and, again, killed over

170, 000 peopl e.

So it's a matter of trade-offs. Wth the
natural gas, at least the site is an area where it's
| ow.

I would Iike to see sone consideration
for exanple, where the walls are built strong enough on
the east side so if we ever, CGod forbid, have a
di saster, the blast will be directed up or at |east away
from Metro-North and Route 22

The positive is: W are going to bring
tax revenue to the Town. | know a | ot of people have
the NIMB attitude, "Not In My Backyard,” but if this
pl ant di spl aces sone of the dirtier burning plants, |
think people in this overall region are going to
benefit.

So ny primary concern -- | was one of the
proponents to bring in the DEC earlier. | actually
wote to Conm ssioner Grannis to make the DEC the Lead
Agency, because | really wanted an expert review of the
air quality issues.

So a big concern would be air dispersion.
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And |'mvery nmuch into alternative energy. And anybody
will tell you that this valley is not a good place to
| ocate wind generators. W sinply don't have prevailing
winds. So | think consideration and extra thought
shoul d be put into the height of the stacks, even if
they're slightly unsightly, to nake sure that we have
sufficient dispersion of the carbon di oxi de com ng out.
It's again, a very, very clean plant, but we don't want
this settling in the valley.

| would also like to see -- | know t hese
folks do carry insurance -- but, perhaps, sonme kind of a
fund should be put aside, potentially, for w ndow
breakage within a fewmles, if they do have a m shap
there, and potential conpensation for |andowners
i medi ately around the site, if they have sone downturn
in their property val ues based on this plant.

So, apart fromthe negatives -- and,
al so, you know, we've had half a dozen pipeline
di sasters in this country, starting with San Bruno, the
one in California. One could argue, yes, it is a
dangerous enterprise, high-pressure natural gas, but if
you |l ook at the alternatives, power generation, in
general, is a dangerous enterprise. So we assune that

t hese fol ks have | earned from sone of the m stakes nade
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at the Connecticut plant, as far as purging the |ines,

and the newer techniques available. | think that this
will be, on bal ance, a benefit to Dover and certainly
will bring intax dollars with a very, very |ow i npact

to the school system So I'mguardedly in favor of this
project, again, if things are done in the right way as
far as the stacks and the dispersing of the gases.

Thank you

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you

W11liam Sena

MR. SENA: H, how are you doing? M
nane is WlliamSena. | live right on top of the hill
up at Hi gh Meadows. There's a trailer park up there,
and there's quite -- there's over a hundred homes up
t here.

The one concern -- |ike the gentleman
said before, we're on top of the nountain, and it is a
valley. And |I'mkind of concerned with the gases, you
know, and the snell. You know, | don't want it to be
i ke when you're driving down the Jersey Turnpi ke, you
know that snell when you go by those tanks. |'m sure
they followed all of the rules and everything el se for
t he environment, but when you drive by there, you can

still snell it.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29
PROCEEDI NGS

You al so made a comment about shuttling
t he enpl oyees for the construction. You know, they're
going to rent the place, or they have a pl ace already
set up for the workers, and they're going to be shuttled
back and forth. But we're still talking about, when
they start knocking the buil dings down, tractor trailer
trucks, dunp trucks going in and out. | nean, it's a
nice spot -- it's a straight run for the tractor, but
there is a blind spot when you're coning fromthe Dover
school, conming down. There's the three roads. The one
road that goes up in the back of the nountain, and then
the other road that goes to the other side of Wngdale.
When you conme around that -- where the entrance to the
plant is, it's like alittle bit of a blind spot, so
that could be, Iike, kind of hazardous for school buses
and stuff like that, especially with the school right up
t here.

But that's -- and the water. You're
going to be running steam and you're going to cool it
back down, and you're going to accumulate a | ot of
water. You're going to get the runoff for the water
fromthe buil dings and everything el se, which sounds
real ly good, but what happens if you have an

over abundance of water? You know, I'msure -- what's
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goi ng to happen with the overabundance of water? You
know.

So those are just sone of the things that
| thought of while | was listening, but the nbst concern
I would think of is the air, the air, you know, com ng
out of the plant.

Thank you very nuch

JUDGE GOLDBERGER:  Thank you

Donald -- I'msorry if | m spronounce
your |ast nane -- Dedrich.
MR. DEDRICH | have a very short

statenent and a coupl e of questions.

I["ve lived in this town for 67 years, and
I think that the com ng of Cricket Energy to this town
is one of the greatest noves that we've had in several
decades. | applaud you, and I'"'mall for it a hundred
percent .

Qui ck questions are: Since the New York
State Electric & Gas, | believe, is inthe grid, is it
safe, or not safe, to assune that perhaps our electric
rates in the Harlem Vall ey woul d decrease sone?

Those of us who have a lot of electrical
appl i ances, including air conditioning and so forth, of

course, would like to see our rates go down.
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Q her than that, the questions that | had
have al ready been answered. | applaud you for your
ef forts.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER.  Thank you.

Lorraine -- I'msorry if | m spronounce
this name -- ORick [sic].

MB. ONEILL: ONeill.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER O Neill. Sorry.

MS. O NElILL: Thank you. Lorraine

O Neill, Town Board, Town of Dover.

| would like to start -- and there's a
reason why | brought my Bl ackberry here. | would like
to start with an e-mail | sent to M. Janeway on June

20th at 6:42 a.m

"Dear M. Janeway, | would |ike to thank
the DEC for their upcom ng public hearings for Cricket
Val l ey. Many residents of all stature have asked mnyself
and the DEC for a Saturday public hearing to no avail.
| am not sure why a project of this magnitude is not
bei ng given a Saturday public hearing. | renenber your
words quite distinctly: 'The DEC will work with the
Town of Dover and its residents.' M question to you
is: Wiy isn't the DEC neeting the request of our

residents? | understand we have two public hearings
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during the week and written comments. This is good, but
not good enough. Qur residents would like their voices
heard and not only their letters read."

Today, June 28th, 2011, 12:53 p.m, |
recei ved a response: Attached is the letter that
M. Janeway sent to the supervisor and that he hopes to
see nme this afternoon.

I would have really appreciated a reply
sooner so | could reply to the residents who have been
contacting ne.

As to Cricket Valley's engineer, you are
bl ami ng Dover's deteriorated air quality on outside
sources. |1'd like to know what they are.

And are you trying to say that this
facility will not deplete our air quality? Because,

according to the air quality reports that | received, it

will. And | believe -- this is ny opinion -- that it is
i nappropriate that it was stated that it will help the
tax base and school revenue, which it will, but is that

in replacenment of clean air?

I would also like to clearly state that
the -- as far as ny know edge, the electricity will not
benefit our residents and their electric bills. The

electricity will be generated here in Dover, then passed
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on to Putnam Vall ey, and then down to New York City.
So thank you.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. Brigid

Casson.

M5. CASSON:  Thank you. [I'mBrigid
Casson. | have three brief concerns.

First, and possibly sinplest, the parking
arrangenment. | understand there will be parking and
shuttling fromthe north end of town. | would suggest

that there be sone at both ends, because that nakes the
assunption that everyone working there is going to cone
fromthe north, and it rmakes no sense if they're com ng
fromthe south end to go all the way through town to get
on a bus and then come back down to the site. |'msure
there nmust be situations available in the south end of
town for parking arrangenents.

| amcurious as to whether the effect of
any heat generated fromthe plant will inpact the Swanp
Ri ver and their ecosystem of the Swanp River. And
al though | know the water -- it's a self-contained unit,
" m curious about the heat generat ed.

And, thirdly, | would Iike to strongly
recomend that you consider, should this cone to pass, a

green roof, if it's possible. Mny structures now have
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green roofs, and if you're trying to be environnental |y
sensitive, that would be a significant step in the right
direction.

Thank you

JUDGE GOLDBERGER:  Thank you

Peg Day.

M5. DAY: | amthankful that we have a
nmeeting today for the residents in Dover and the
surroundi ng neighbors. | would like to have a Saturday
neeting for those who cannot nmake it here today at 3: 00
or 6:00. WMany people in our area live [sic] in New York
City. They take the train out of the GCty, and they
don't arrive back honme until 8:00, 9:00 at night. So,
once again, count ne in for those of us who can't be
here to please have a Saturday neeti ng.

| amhere to learn, and | have a
guesti on.

The stacks, what exactly do they exhaust
or release? Carbon dioxide was nentioned earlier. 1Is
there any chance that nethane is released? And is that
rel eased purposefully, or could it be rel eased
accidental ly?

Thank you

JUDGE GOLDBERGER:  Thank you
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Jessi ca Abrans.

MS. ABRAMS: A couple of different
concerns. Thank you for neeting with us today.

My question is: How many tinmes do we
have to repeat the same m stakes until we wake up, unti
we realize this is not the solution? This is not even
inthe right direction. W're taking two steps back to
trip one forward. W're walking into an era of totally
unpredi ctabl e weather. Conpl etely unknown circunst ances
may be arising, as we have seen with Fukushinma currently
raining dowmn on us daily. W are noticing it in so many
forms. W can't even eat from our own Hudson River.
Tal k about our own backyard. [If you really care enough,
| ook at the history and think to yourselves: How many
times do we have to repeat the sane nistakes before we
realize we have the solutions? They're clean. They're
here. They're donmestic. Built with our own hands.

And, yet, we refuse to wake up. We have neetings like
this today. The fact that there isn't a revolt going on
just by the sinple fact that this being -- offer put to
the table as a theory of a solution is maddening, and |
hope everyone here is ashamed of thenselves for stepping
up and speaking of this as if this can be sonethi ng

positive. Unsustainable jobs. Unsustainable energy.
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Unsust ai nabl e direction. Wke up.

Thank you

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you

I's there anyone el se who has not spoken
yet who would |ike to speak? | don't have any nore
cards.

(Audi ence nenber indicating.)

JUDGE GOLDBERGER  Ckay. VWhat's your
nane?

M5. NILSEN: Ilana Nilsen

Thank you. Hi, I'mllana N lsen, and |
ki nd of stopped by spur of the nonment. This is the area
that | grewup in. And | have three questions, which
actually would like to have answered. How will those
answers cone to me?

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: When we adjourn the
session, you're free to speak to representatives of the
staff or the conpany.

MS. NILSEN. Okay. So the first is for
the natural gas conming fromthe Iroquois pipeline, where
will that be comng fron? |Is this part of New York
State? Is it com ng down from Canada? There seens to
be -- nobody seens to know that | have spoken with.

It's probably on the web site sonewhere, but where is it



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

37
PROCEEDI NGS

com ng fronf

The snoke stacks, remenbering all of the
di scussi ons that happened at St. Law ence Cenent about
seven years ago, that's a huge snoke stack. Putting it
internms with St. Lawence Cenent's proposed snoke
stack, | think that will be one of the tallest buildings
between here -- I'msorry -- between New York City and
Al bany, if not the tallest. And I1'd |like to know nore
about the plune that's predicted to cone off that snoke
stack, not only what it will be carrying, but where it's
going to fall, where it's going to take off and drop.

And, then, the last thing is jobs. |I'm
wondering of the three to 700 people that are going to
be enpl oyed for construction, how many of themw Il be
local ? And, also, when the plant is finalized, how many
| ocal jobs do you expect to contribute to Dover's
econony, as well as Dutchess County's econony?

Thank you.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER:  Thank you.

Since there's no one el se who wants to
speak during this session, I'mgoing to adjourn it, and
you're free to speak to the representatives of the staff
and the Applicant during the next informational session,

and we will reconvene at 6:00 for the evening
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| egi sl ative session. Thank you.

(Hearing concluded at 3:52 p.m)

38
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CERTI FI CATE

I, STACIE SULLIVAN, a shorthand reporter and
Notary Public within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That | reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter and that the within transcript is
a true and accurate record to the best of my know edge
and ability.

| further certify that | amnot related to any
of the parties to this action by blood or marri age and
that I amin no way interested in the outcone of this
nmatter.

I N WTNESS WHEREOGF, | have hereunto set ny

hand.

Stacie Sullivan, CSR
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JUDGE GOLDBERGER:  Good eveni ng, and
wel cone to the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation's public comment hearing
on the application of Cricket Valley Energy Center
for air, water, and freshwater wetlands pernmits from
the Departnment in order to construct and operate a
nat ural gas-powered electric generating facility and
i nterconnection substation |ocated on Route 22 in
the Town of Dover at the corner of Mca Products
i ndustrial site.

I am Adnmini strative Law Judge Hel ene
Gol dberger of the departnent's O fice of Hearings
and Medi ation Services. M/ role at this hearing is
solely to conduct this hearing which is intended to
take your conments on the Draft Environnental |npact
Statenment and the draft permts.

After the departnent staff has revi ewed
your conmments, both witten and oral, it will decide
whet her to refer this project to the Ofice of
Hearings and Mediati on Services for further
proceedi ngs that could entail another public
hearing, issue conferences, and a fact-finding
heari ng.

The hearing notice for this hearing was
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published in the May 25, 2011, editions of the

Environnental Notice Bulletin and the Poughkeepsie

Journal. If you have not done so already and wi sh
to speak at this session, please fill out a
registration card. | have sone up here, and there
are some out in the hallway. | will call you up to

speak in the order that | receive the cards except
for the initial speakers fromthe Departnent of

Envi ronnent al Conservati on and the applicant and any
elected officials who are present and wi sh to speak.

If you have spoken at the earlier session
I'"'mgoing to put that card at the back in order to
gi ve other people who have not spoken yet priority.
It is one record.

Witten statenents have the sane as those
given orally. So consider providing your coments
inwiting. And even if you want to give an ora
statenment, providing your witten conments is
hel pful to the court reporter.

Pl ease speak slowy and distinctly so that
the court reporter can take your comrents verbatim
If you have your conments in witing, as | said, it
woul d be hel pful to us to have them And you al so

can submit any witten comments up to August 1st
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of this year.

So let's get started. The first speaker
will be the departnment staff representative, Steve
Tomasi k.

MR, TOVASI K: Good eveni ng, everyone.
My name is Steve Tomasi k. | am an environnent al
anal yst with the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Conservation at the central office in
Al bany. | serve as the DEC s project manager for
the environnmental permt review of this project.

Before | begin with ny remarks, | would
like to recogni ze several other folks in the room
We have several staff here fromthe DEC. First of
all, WIllie Janeway, who is the Regional D rector,
Region 3, DEC. W have Jeff Lawyer, who is the
regional air permt guy. |'mnot sure what the
title is. He's responsible for air permtting.
Lisa WIlkinson is with our counsel's office in
Al bany. Chris Hogan is the director of the nature
project section in Al bany whom| work for. |
believe he is probably out doing yeonman's work,
manni ng the table out in the foyer.

Also with us tonight, we have Supervisor

Rand Courtien fromthe Town of Dover. Also, we have
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Susan here, who is the regional director for Senator
Kirsten Gllibrand's office. W welconme you and
everyone el se here tonight. W appreciate you
comng out this evening for this hearing

Just a quick overview of the order of
events tonight. First of all, let me talk alittle
bit about the project permt review and SEQR revi ew
processes after which the project sponsor wll
di scuss a general overview of the proposed project,
and then we will go right to public comrents.

The reason the DEC is involved in this
project is that in order for this project to be
built, it requires several DEC permts. One is an
air state facility permt which authorizes the
construction of a power plant that will emt certain
| evel s of various air pollutants into the
at nrosphere. Another one is an Article 24 Fresh
Water Wetlands Pernit because the site does contain
State-regul ated wetl ands in adjacent areas, and
construction in those areas requires a DEC permt.

Finally, there are wetlands on the site
that are under the jurisdiction of the U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers. |In that process, there is a

State conponent that's called a Section 4011 quality
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certification whereby the State environmental agency
needs to ensure that the Arny Corps' decision
protects water quality.

This is a hearing for the Draft
Envi ronnental |npact Statement, which is a step in
the State Environnental Quality Review or SEQR
process. SEQR requires that every State or | ocal
agency conpl etes SEQR before it makes any addition
to either fund, approve, or permt an action. It
encour ages conmuni cati on anong the various invol ved
parties and agencies that are involved in the review
of the project.

SEQR shoul d begin as early in the process
as possi ble as has been done for this project, as
we'll reviewin a fewmnutes. It also has severa
pl aces in the process where we encourage the public
to actively becone involved and submt coments in
the process. Tonight is one of those points in the
process.

One of the nobst inportant things to
remenber about SEQR is that SEQR is required to be
conmpl eted before any State or |ocal governnent
i ssues a final decision regarding their approval in

a particular project.
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Under SEQR, there is a provision where one
of the invol ved agenci es, one of those agencies that
has to nmake a decision about a project, can assune
the status of |ead agency. The |ead agency
coordi nates the environmental and SEQR revi ew on
behal f of all the other involved agencies. And that
hel ps expedite the process. It nakes it so that not
every agency is doing its own SEQR revi ew.

The scope is essentially the table of
contents of the Draft EIS. That is devel oped as
part of the SEQR process and was done earlier for
this project. The Draft and the Final Environnental
| npact Statenents are really the neat of the SEQR
process. They are the docunents that define the
project's scope, the effects the project may have on
the environnment, and what ways that there nmay be to
mtigate any adverse environnmental inpacts.

The end of the SEQR process is done
through what's called a findings. Findings are a
docunent that every invol ved agency nakes on the
basis of the SEQR record, the DEIS and FEIS, to nake
a determ nation whether or not the environmental
i npacts associated with the project are significant

enough to reject the proposed approval or can be
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mtigated or are not significant enough so that they
can go ahead and issue the pernit or approval.

So far, this process has taken its tinme.
Back on April 12, 2010, DEC was designhated by the
DEC comm ssi oner, after sone di scussion, as the | ead
agency for the SEQR review of this project.

After that point, on My 3rd, 2010, the
DEC i ssues a positive declaration, neaning that we
woul d require a Draft Environmental |npact
St at enment .

At that time, we al so decided that we
would invite the public in to coment on the draft
scope so that the public could participate in
defining the issues that would be included in the
Draft EIS.

Public hearings were held on June 5th
and 9th, 2010, to gather comrents on the draft
scope.

On July 16, the final scope was issued by
the DEC. And between that tinme and May 18th of
this year, the project sponsor has been working to
put together the Draft Environmental |npact
St atement based upon those issues that were

identified in the draft scope.
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On May 18th, DEC accepted the Draft EI' S
as finally acceptable for purposes of full review by
the public.

On May 25, a notice was issued in the New
York -- DEC s environnental notice bulletin, ENB,
and al so published in the Poughkeepsie Journal to
indicate that the Draft EIS along with conpl ete
applications for permts were available for public
revi ew.

At that time, in that notice, we
determ ned that today would be the date for a public
hearing. And at that point in time, we indicated
that we woul d be accepting comrents on the Draft EIS
and the conplete applications until July 25, 2011.

After tonight, we will be continuing to
accept comments on the Draft EIS and the
applications. Although I should note that the
comment period has been extended by one week from
the original deadline date. That was at the request
of the Town of Dover who indicated that they were
interested in having a Town Board neeting during the
week of the 25th and wanted a little bit nore tinme
to provide comments. W were certainly willing to

do that. So we extended the comment deadline date
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to August 1st. That's for any party. Not just
t he Town of Dover.

So all of you who are here tonight, if you
know ot her peopl e who want to conment who didn't
have the opportunity to be at this nmeeting, we are
accepting witten comments until August 1st.

Once comments are received, we will be
taking a |l ook at the comrents and determ ning
whet her or not any further type of issues or hearing
needs to be conduct ed.

Once that mlestone has passed, the
departnment will be putting together the Final
Envi ronnental |npact Statenment based upon the
comments it has received. | should |let you all know
that all of your witten comments and all of the
comments that you nmake at the hearing today will be
included in that Final Environmental |npact
Statement. They will becone part of the record. W
will also be providing responses to those comrents
inthe record. So if there are issues that you
rai se toni ght and you're | ooking for some kind of
answer to those issues, you can be assured that
those issues will be in the final record. There

will be a response to that.

10
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Once DEC issues the Final EIS, then all of
the involved agencies nmust wait at |east ten days
after that before they can prepare their final EIS,
the final step in the SEQR process that allows an
agency to either nove forward or reject an
application. And that will end the SEQR process.
So that's how that works.

If you want to submt comments, of course
speak here today, if you haven't already done so,
pl ease pick up a card and sign in so that you can
speak tonight. You are nore than wel come to send
comments by regular mail to the address that you see
here, an e-nail to the address that you see here, or
by fax at the phone nunber that you see here.
shoul d note, again, the DEC gives equal weight to
all comments, no matter what format they' re received
in.

I want to point out that a copy of this
Power Point presentation is available either here at
the front table or at the back foyer. There is a
also a coomunity fact sheet that's been updated that
gives sone nore detail about the current project
application. And there is a page that describes the

events that will take place here tonight.
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This is where the docunments are | ocated.
| won't go into detail about them But there are a
nunber of places where you can see where they are

| ocat ed.

Are there any other comments? W' re good

I will nowinvite a representative from Cri cket

Val l ey Energy Center, Fred Sellars, to talk alittle

bit about the project.

MR, SELLARS: Thank you, Steve. 1'd
like to welcone you all. Thank you all for coning
out this evening. M nane is Fred Sellars. |'m

fromArcadis. W are an environmental consulting
conmpany who have primary responsibility for
preparing the Draft Environnental I|npact Statenent
and the permt applications for this project.

Again, | want to thank everyone who
subm tted scoping comments for very thoughtful and
detail ed cormments that hel ped gui de our studies in
preparing the EI S

I want to take just a few nmnutes to
descri be the project again so everyone is clear on
exactly what we're tal king about as the proposed
proj ect.

Cricket Valley Energy Center is a

12
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1000- megawatt natural gas fired conbined cycle power
plant that represents the state-of-the-art in
generating electricity fromany fossil fuel. | wll
descri be conmbined cycle in alittle bit nore detai
in a couple of sentences -- excuse me -- in a couple
of slides later.

But the project has undergone quite a bit
of review which has resulted in the | owest
environnmental ly-friendly inpact that we can possibly
make for this site in the project. It's a very,
very environnental ly responsi bl e design, and we're
very proud of the work that was done to ninimze
i npact here.

The project's purpose and need is to
provide efficient, reliable, baseload electricity
into the New York grid using clean-burning natura
gas. Because it is the nost efficient power plant
of this type in the grid, when it operates, it wll
di spl ace -- reduce the operation of older, |ess
efficient and higher-enitting power plants in the
region.

Wiy that's inportant to Dover is that as
is evidenced in the Environnental |npact Statenent

with respect to air quality, those other facilities
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in the region do have a significant contribution to
air quality in Dover

In addition, the project will contribute
substantially to the tax base w thout burdening
services. As a self-contained power plant, it won't
be a big inpact on Town-provi ded services, yet it
will contribute quite a bit in ternms of tax revenues
and j obs.

The project site is | ocated just south of
here on Route 22. |It's currently an inactive,
131-acre industrial site, the Md-Hudson Recycling
Park, which is just south of here. The 131-acre
site is actually bisected by the Metro-North rai
line that you see right bel ow where that arrow is on
the top picture. East of the Metro-North rail Iine
is an approxi mately 57-acre parcel upon which the
project will be built. You can see fromthe air
photo there that there are a nunber of existing
i nactive, abandoned industrial buildings dating back
to the late 1930s, early 1940s.

Oiginally, this conplex was built as a
magnesi um refining process |eading up to and
including Wrld War I1. 1t recovered magnesi um from

| i mest one.

14
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Foll ow ng the war, several years later, it
becane a Form ca manufacturing facility called the
Mca Plant. It did lamnations, and it made Form ca
products there.

After that operation went out of business,
it had a nunber of other uses, including tire
recycling and simlar uses there. R ght now, those
bui | di ngs are abandoned, and there's no active
i ndustrial use on that site.

West of the Metro-North rail line is an
approxi mately 75-acre area of nostly wooded wetl ands
and the Swanmp River. That area will not be inpacted
by the facility project. That area will be
preserved for conservation

South of the site is another parcel, an
i ndustrial property owned by How and' s Lake
Partners, which abuts the site to the south.

As | indicated, the Swanp River, you can
see it in the top picture there, it forms the
west ern boundary in the northern portion of the site
and traverses the site to the south. During the
three-year construction period, the project wll
al so be tenporarily | easing and using a site about

two and a half mles north of the power plant site.
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So this was also a topic of the Environnental |npact
St at enment .

This is about a 30-acre agriculture field.
It is currently a conbination of rye grass and corn
that's grown there. It will be fully restored upon
compl etion of the construction project.

For the three-year construction process,
that site will be used primarily for off-site
par ki ng of construction workers who will be shuttled
down to the facility site in shuttle buses. The
shuttl e buses have been schedul ed to avoi d peak
traffic and school bus schedules and to m ninize
i npacts of traffic on Route 22 and the street and on
the roadways in the area. A new tenporary access to
Route 22 will be constructed.

Fol | owi ng conpl etion of the construction
of the project, this site will be restored back to
agricul tural use.

The project will use the existing
footprint fromthe abandoned industrial facilities.
You can see a picture of some of themon the top
picture on this slide. Those facilities will all be
renoved fromthe site and properly di sposed of and

walls fromthe site cleared for the new devel opnent.
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The overwhel m ng majority of the new
project footprint is on areas that are currently
previ ously devel oped that have buil dings on them
So not a lot of new area will be cleared for this
proj ect.

As | nentioned before, the | and between
the Metro-North rail line and the Swanp River will
remai n undi sturbed and will be set aside for
conservati on.

The wetl and that you see in the bottom of
this picture is actually the only regul ated wetl and
that's encroached upon by the project. You can see
it has some problens associated with it.

Hi storically, our disposal practices haven't been
what they are today. And that's evidence of sone
past disposal.

The good news, relative to this project,
is that wetland will be fully restored as part of
the project, as part of our nmitigation for
encroaching on the portion of the wetlands you see
there. So not only will this area be restored, but
a good portion of that wetland will be restored and
moved into a nore productive, higher quality

wet | and.

17
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The facility -- you see sone
comput er-generated renderings of the facility here.
It will be three separate units, each consisting of
a gas turbine or conbustion turbine. This operates
very, very simlar to the jet engine on an airplane
The turbine conbusts gas and spins the turbine from
t he expansion of the conbusted gas. The turbine is
connected to a generator that then, in turn,
generates electricity which goes to the grid.

One of the benefits of a conbined-cycle
project is it will use the waste heat fromthat
conmbustion process in sonething called a heat
recovery steam generator, which is a fancy nane for
a boiler that instead of running on fuel, it runs on
wast e heat of those combustion turbines. That steam
is then used in the steamturbine to generate
additional electricity. Actually, about a third of
the electricity fromthe plant will be from waste
heat. So, as aresult, it's extrenely efficient in
terns of the anount of electricity for the anount of
fuel burned, and it also nmakes it environnmentally
superior in terns of its perfornmance

The project will be connected to the

electrical grid via the adjacent Con Edi son 345 KV

18
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transm ssion system The Con Ed transm ssion
right-of-way abuts the project to the north, so
there's not a lot of interconnecting that goes from
the project into the transnmi ssion system The
transnmission lines are essentially the northern
border of the site.

Simlarly, the natural gas that's used in
the conbustion turbines cones fromthe Iroquois
natural gas transmission line which in the |ocation
of this facility shares the right-of-way with the
Con Ed transmission lines. So inmediately adjacent
to the site to the north are both the gas that the
project needs in order to power the turbines and the
electric transmission lines the project needs to
export the electricity into the grid.

The conbustion will be exhausted to the
at nrosphere through three co-located 282.5 foot
stacks. You can see themin the pictures there.

The stacks have been co-Ilocated, which nmeans put
right next to each other basically to enhance
di spersion and nminimze air quality inpacts.

The hei ght of the stacks, 282.5 feet, is

al so carefully selected as the stack hei ght

resulting in the absolute mnimuminpacts fromthe
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proj ect.

The project will use relatively little
water for a power plant by using air cooling. The
traditional way of cooling the steamin steam
turbi nes back into water and recondensi ng that back
into water to be used again would typically use
somet hing called wet cooling. Wt-cooled projects
of this size would consune sonething in the order of
five mllion gallons a day of water. By using the
air cooling, we're only tal king about a few thousand
gal l ons a day of water.

The water for the project and the majority
of its needs will be basically for that steamcycle
and for makeup in the boilers will be provided by on
sight bedrock wells. The Draft Environnmental | npact
Statenent has a considerabl e section on what the
i npact of those wells are on the environnment to the

Swanp Ri ver and near by wetl ands.

No processed water will be discharged to
the facility. 1It's going to incorporate somnething
called zero liquid discharge process. It basically

recycles all of the waste water fromthe process and
is used back in the facility again. So no processed

water will ever be discharged fromthe facility.
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The only exception to that would be sanitary
di scharge fromthe restroons and showers and sinks.
And those will be discharged through an on-site
septic systemvery simlar to what you probably have
i n your hone.

The facility schedule is shown here. Here
we' re maeking progress. W' ve been working on this a
coupl e years now. Construction is planned to begin
someti me next year, in 2012. It will be a
t hree-year construction process. Over that three
years, the average construction workforce will be
about 300 enpl oyees. During the nmiddle of that
construction will be a five-nmonth peak of
construction where the construction workforce wll
reach 750 enpl oyees.

Once the facility is conplete and in
operation, there will be a permanent workforce of 25
to 30 skilled jobs that will be working at the
facility.

Conmrerci al operation for the facility is
scheduled to start in 2015. Again, | want to thank
you all for comng out. W |ook forward to hearing
your commrents on the Environnental |npact Statenent.

Fol I owi ng the hearing this evening,

21
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representatives of the project will be in the | obby
to answer any questions that you have. If you have

questions that you don't want on the official

record, please feel free to stop by the project

office, which is on Market Street here in Dover

Plains. |It's staffed Tuesday through Thursday every

week. A representative fromthe project will be

there and answer any questions that you m ght have.
Agai n, thank you very much for coning

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you.
Supervi sor Ryan Courti en.

MR, COURTIEN. Good evening. Thank
you all for com ng today. Town of Dover Supervi sor,
Ryan Courtien. The Dover Town Board will be
spendi ng the next nmonth preparing our coments and
wor ki ng together as an involved agency. |I'mglad to
have secured an extension of witten conments unti
Monday, August 1st, for the Town Board. But that
al so, as said earlier, benefits everyone. So | hope
everyone takes advantage of that.

I have requested to the DEC on behal f of
the residents of Dover a Saturday public hearing,
the sanme as the Town Board had held in the past for

the Dover Knolls project.
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The DEC has not seen fit to hold the
Sat urday public hearing. But the Town Board will be
hol di ng a special neeting on a Saturday in July,
either July 9th or July 16th, which comrents
will be heard and will be forwarded to the DEC the
same as if it were a DEC public hearing.

I don't want to take up too nmuch of your

time. | want to hear everyone's comments and
questions. And I'Il be here if anybody has
questions for me. Again, | want to thank you.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. Cate
W son.

M5. WLSON: Hi, everyone. |'mCate
Wlson. |I'ma resident in Wngdale, just south of
the property that the project is proposed for.
We're actually on North Chippewa Road. | will try
to not junp around here too nuch. | didn't have
comments witten out for everybody to hear and for
me to read. So I'ma little bit caught off guard.

The first thing | would Iike to note is

that the DEIS docunent itself is quite |engthy.
It's many hundreds of pages long. |It's also on a
topic that's complex and difficult for many of us to

under st and.
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G ven that, | think that perhaps the
review period that's been allowed is sonmewhat
shorter than it mght have been. Most of us are
wor ki ng ei ght hours or nore a day. Many of us
commute on top of that work effort. And for us to
able to really get a grip on what all of this neans,
I think another nmonth at m ninum and even two,
potentially, is required to digest this
appropriately.

Secondly, the part of this that | was able
to digest is only this much. The one piece of it
that | was able to get a pretty good look at is the
executive summary docunent. That, of course, is a
very much reduced version of what is in the conplete
study. | noticed a couple of things that I'Il take
time to make a point of right now And then | wll
send in witten conments as well. And |I'mall owed
to do that, as well? So there will be a fuller
statenment at | east fromny perspective at sone point
down t he road

In the executive summary, it tal ks about
the area of primary inpact, which | think has been
designated as a one-nile zone fromthe projected

project and one-mle radius around. Qur property is

24
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actually well within that zone, | believe. Al though
one of the guys might like to correct ne on that.
There are a couple of places in the executive
summary where we tal k about the noise levels in
particular that are going to occur during the
construction project. The noise, the em ssions, the
traffic, all of that is going to have a significant
i npact on all of those who are | ocal

Since our property directly abuts -- it's
i medi ately south of Howl and's Apartnents. W're in
kind of a hot spot for the ultimte noise | evel and
all the rest of it. However, the study itself never
addresses that southern end except to say that -- |
have to refer here a second. Forgive nme while | do
that. Except to say that while the project is
expected to conply with the nost restricted
nighttime sound level limt of the Town of Dover
zoning code, which is not specified here, at the
north and east property lines, the west line and the
southern line abutting other industrial zoned, and
we are not industrial zones, are expected to be
nonconpliant. So the noise |evel that we have very
|l ocally south of the project will be above the |evel

of what's allowed -- | see heads shaking up in the

25
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back -- at |east according to the executive sunmmary.

They' ve requested an adjustnment to the
zoning law to allow for that higher I[evel of noise
which | really think is unacceptable. |If you're
going to have a rule about a noise level and it's a
nighttime noise level, in particular, it should be
adhered to -- Towns should make themstick to that.
If that means the construction project takes a
little bit longer, that's -- people shouldn't be --
especially not when we commute and not when we work
really hard, we shouldn't be kept awake at ni ght
because they're building a plant.

The | ast piece of the conment that | have
for right nowis related to a section in the
executive summary, | think, that tal ks about -- it
m ght not be in the executive sunmary. One second.

Forgive nme. That relates to air em ssions. The

project, and | quote, "The project will be a new
nature source of air emssions. Still, it wll
purchase emi ssions offsets.” It goes on to talk

about that a little bit.
I think that -- again, | haven't had a
chance to digest the entire DEIS report. But |

think that probably nore needs to be said about what
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t hese carbon credits, these em ssion credits are and
why they're necessary for a project that is supposed
to produce mninmal em ssions to begin wth.

It seems to nme that it's a fancy way of
getting around the | aw as opposed to really not
maki ng the noi se, not nmaking air em ssions. W are
in a place here in this little valley where for
many, nmany years, we've enjoyed what | can only cal
a pristine environment. It's conmpletely and totally
outside the nornal |evel of places where nost people
live. W have a better environment than what is
standard. So now we have a project that proposes to
increase the noise, the air, et cetera, emssions to
a level that's within acceptabl e real ns, but
accept abl e conpared to sonebody else's. And | just
think that this whol e business of getting credit for
what we emt, it's okay if you emit it here because
we gave sonebody el se back sonething over there, is
really not an appropriate way to address the
problem That's it. Thank you very much

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you.
M5. SHOUMATOFF: Good evening. |'d
like to thank M. Tonmasi k and the DEC for hosting

this as part of the SEQR process. |'m Antonia
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Shoumat of f fromthe Housatonic Valley Associ ati on.
| amthe New York watershed nmanager. Qur comments
toni ght were prepared by nyself and El ai ne LaBell a,
the director of Land Protection.

"Dear M. Tonasik, the Housatonic Valley
Associ ation founded in 1941 is anong the ol dest
non-profit watershed conservati on organizations in
the nation and is dedicated to preserving and
protecting the natural character and environnental
health of the Housatonic River and its 1,948 nmle
wat er shed, which includes the TemMle R ver
wat ershed in New York. Qur work in surface and
groundwat er protection issues is extensive. HVA
reviewed the Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent
and offers the foll owi ng coments and
reconmendati ons for your consideration.

"Section 3.2 Existing Conditions. The
portion of the property |ocated west of the railroad
track is relatively undevel oped and is adjacent to
the Swanp River. This portion of the property is
within the New York Departnent of Environnental
Conservation DEC Great Swanp Critical Environnental
Area (CEA) for its natural resource value. HVA is

pl eased that Cricket Valley Energy Center, the
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ol ong Land Conservancy, and the Friends of the
Great Swanp have begun expl oring ways to permanently
conserve the portion of the project site to the west
of the Metro North railroad tracks.

"Section 4.2 Baseline Air Quality,

Met eor ol ogy and dimatol ogy. Thus far, the
applicant has relied on clinmatol ogi cal data,
particularly wi nd neasurenents, obtained fromthe
Poughkeepsie Airport for air quality nodeling.
Specific air dispersion nodels should be devel oped
using on-site neteorol ogical data to ensure that the
di spersion nodeling will indicate conpliance with
all State and federal requirenments. The project
siteis within a valley that is topographically
conmpl ex and may be subject to downwash fromthe
exhaust stacks that would produce | ocally high
concentrations of pollutants.

"Section 5.4 Water Apply. HVA is pleased
that the project will incorporate several water
conservation neasures to mninize water use during
construction and operation of the facility. The
project will rely on groundwater wells for process
and domestic uses. During the punp testing, two

existing wells at Dover Knolls as well as many
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nei ghboring properties were nonitored. The DEIS
i ndicated that the water withdrawals for the
proposed facility should not adversely inpact
nei ghboring wells. However, additional wells wll
be necessary to serve the new residences and
commerci al properties at Dover Knolls. These future
wells were not considered in the DEIS.

"HVA requests that the DEIS include a
regi onal evaluation of the cunul ative inpact of the
groundwat er needs of this project, Dover Knolls and
all other |arge developnments within the Ten Mle
Ri ver wat ershed either under construction or
currently going through the | ocal approval process.

"Finally, we request that each appendi x be
| abeled with its subject in the DEIS as well as a
nunmber . "

It's very difficult to understand what the
appendi xes are referring to. W really appreciate
the opportunity to coment on this project. And
thank you very much to the Town of Dover for hosting
this.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you
Christine Bl eakl ey.

V5. BLEAKLEY: | have to apol ogi ze.
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I"mnot really ready with ny comrents. But | will
be providing a witten statenent.

I do have concerns. | live on Sherman
Hll Road. That is actually on -- across from where
the site of the parking is going to be located. One
of ny concerns is, is any hazard [sic] materials
will be stored at that site? 850 cars parking, is
it one-level parking? 1Is it two-level parking? I
think they need to be a little bit nore descriptive.

And if it was described sonewhere, |
wasn't able to find it. | also had a hard tine
foll owi ng the appendi x.

I'' m concerned about the traffic noise that
wi Il be inposed on the surrounding roads. As you
know, nost of the traffic comng from22 North and
going to comuting, they mght not wait for the side
road or the side passage that you' |l be providing as
a shoulder to pass. So sone of those cars mi ght
direct into the private roads, such as Sherman HII.
How is that going to affect?

When we purchased our hone ei ght years
ago, one of the things that the buil der asked [sic]
is the aesthetic of the land would stay and all the

homes were in an area to be pretty nmuch the same.
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' mconcerned -- | know there was nention that the
parking will be -- the land will be put back to
where they found [sic]. But | think it will change
the aesthetic of the location where it is.

And | have to say, | won't take fault --
was not informed that this was going on. But |
think it's very hard, especially because we don't
have a newspaper. Unless you have accessibility to
a computer, many of the residents that |ive across
the street fromthe site, the project site and the
par ki ng, were not aware this was going on. So
al so woul d consi der that maybe sone information
woul d be sent to the local towns that will be
affected by this project |like Pawing, New M Iford.
I think that we have the duty of inform ng themthat

this project is going to be going on so close to

t hem

And the other question | have is
concerning the emergency. | know that they had --
they will have sone kind of enmergency systemin case

of emergency. Are the schools being trained on how
to act in the case of energency?
The | evel of noise, as the resident was

mentioning, if the level is so high in the daytine,
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the kids are supposed to be outside playing, so if
they' re dealing with the noise that m ght be
exceeding the level and also the air quality for
themto be outside. Again, that's one of ny other
concerns. That was nentioned sonewhere. | need to
|ocate it and becone a little bit nore inforned with
t hat .

And, again, traffic studies -- was a
traffic study nade at the surroundi ng roads
anywhere? | couldn't find any studi es done on
surroundi ng roads. And the last part | read, they
had ar cheol ogi cal materials that they were doing the
study on this parking area. | couldn't find
anywhere what was the result of the second phase.
Were they able to find anything there that was there
before? Again, the appendi x was very hard to
follow Thank you.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. Tanara
Wade.

M5. WADE: Hello. M name is Tamara
Wade. A lot of the issues that | planned to address
have al ready been addressed by a resident of
Chi ppewa and by you with the watershed. Those are

all of nmy concerns. |'ve been a resident here al ong
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wi th ny daughters and husband for 17 years.
Naturally, | have a great nunber of valid concerns
for our community, surrounding conmunities,
i ncluding those in Connecticut. Qur decisions
i npact themas well.

But, first, I would like to say thank you
to Lorraine O Neill, our councilwoman, for speaking
out on behalf of our community and the request for
the greatly needed Saturday hearing and for
delivering a truth about the purpose of CV energy
production. W need that, and we need and deserve a
Il ot more of that.

W have an obligation, in the wake of our
growi ng know edge of the conditions of our
environnment, to investigate, research, and question
our options and honestly have not been granted a
fair amount of tinme to do so. Many of us do not
possess the knowl edge to fully understand the DEIS
inits entirety. In this way, | feel Advanced Power
and CV have a trenendous advantage over our
community. | think that we need nore tine. More
time than even perhaps one nore neeting. Gve us a
chance to weigh the options and see what's in the

best interest of everybody. Thank you.
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JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you
Jessi ca Abrans.

MS. ABRAMS: Thank you for an
opportunity to address a very concerning facility
| ooki ng to be constructed over here. One thing
would like to start by saying is the term"natura

gas" is an oxynoron. It's not real. |It's not true.
That is not a proper term nology to use. Just stick
wi th gas, because it is not renewable, it is not
sust ai nabl e. Just because it comes fromthe earth
does not make it a green source. W |earned that
with the dinosaur bl ood.

Let's start by something has to be omtted
fromthis information is the word "natural” fromthe
word "gas." Another thing | would |ike to nmention
is that we're | ocated apparently on, according to
New York State, a seismc |level C area. Dutchess
County rates 15 out of 65 places expected to
potentially have this type of annual -- potenti al
event. W need to consider these |like never because
of the painful |esson we continue to learn daily
from Fukushima. W do not want this in our

backyards. Unfortunately, we can't escape it. It's

everyone's backyard, regardless. That's the
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unfortunate side.

I nstead of |ooking toward sustai nabl e
resources, we are actually considering sonething
that isn't going to be taking us to the future at
all whatsoever. It is actually a del usion of
circunmstances noving forward. 25 jobs? And this
maj or risk we're looking to introduce to our area
for no reason, as we do have the solutions. W
really need to consider also the adjustnents to the
area that they're discussing about entrances, exits,
the shuttling of fol ks back and forth.

I want to understand, who pays for this?
Is this a tax dollar issue to accommodate bringing
this to the area? Because that would, of course, be
conmpl etely unacceptable to acconmodate a | ocation
for sonmething so dirty and so dangerous on our
backs, once again, as we've seen with the Hudson
Ri ver and situations of that sort.

W al so have to understand the footprint
that we're now renoving fromthat very land. Wat
is the inpact of this going forward on retention
the inpact on the Village, the infrastructures. W
want to make sure we reduce that as nuch as

possible. Wwo is entitled? First and forenost is
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our people, the right to access to clean water and
clean air and a safe environnent is first and
forenost before profits. Before any of this
devel ops a price tag. You need to consider the
wort h of renoving something so vital, so necessary.

And if we thought we saw fighting over
oil, we haven't seen anything until we're fighting
over water, clean water. W thought we were worried
about the noise at sonme point that this can nake.
What about the noise of a child thirsty for clean
water? We're going to take this and put an
i ncredi bly hazardous circunstance that we're not
even really identifying. W're dancing around it as
if this is sonething that should go on, could go on,
or would go on.

Get used to the idea, get used to it now,
that it is unacceptable, conpletely unacceptable, to
surrender our nost vital valuable elenments for
somet hi ng so wrong.

So with this neeting, with this tine we
take here today, not only do we need extra tine to
navi gate the pros, the cons, but we also need tine
to understand, what are we in this for? Are we in

this to sell every |ast possible elenment avail able
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to mankind? Are we willing to put it up and auction
it? Because this is what this is right now. W
need to really take a serious, painful ook at it
because it is on everyone's doorstep. It is in
everyone's backyard. I1t's in everyone's food. It's
in everyone's reservoirs. How nuch nore of this can
we take? Think about that.

I hope we stay up at night thinking of
this and work ourselves around it and into a future
sustainability. Because that's where it is. That's
where it begins. That's also where it ends. And it
begi ns yesterday.

So please start | ooking forward into the
future and protect what we have left. Because there
is nothing |ike being without the nost val ued of
resources, and you have yet to discover because it's
com ng.

At the rate we're at now, we're not far
off. So start adjusting, and start thinking forward
because we need the people to speak up and get angry
about it. Because if you're not, you're not paying
attention, and you need to. Go hone, open up your
computer, go to the local library. Learn about Gas

Land. Learn about different documentaries that

38
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really pull it out. Food, Inc. GCGo far into it.
Learn about the spectrumthat revol ves around taking
these types of things and considering them sonet hi ng
that we can just absorb and not consider putting it
back. The inplications of our needs, our desires,
our wants. Al of this has to be regauged,
reconsi dered, and put the val ues back where they
bel ong.

Qur health is not for sale. Qur health is
not for sale. Qur health is not for sale. GCet used
toit. Thank you for being here tonight.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. |

don't have any nore cards. |s there anyone el se
here -- sir, what's your nane? Do you want to
speak?

MR, RUSTENBERG  Peter Rustenberg --

JUDCE GOLDBERGER: Do you want to
come up here?

MR, RUSTENBERG Sure. M/ nane is
Peter Rustenberg, | live in Sherman, Connecticut. |

have a | ot of respect for the environnental

regulations in the State of New York. 1've worked
with themin the past. | aman environnentali st.
And |'ve learned over tine that when | |earn
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something, it's not -- it's |less about nmenory and
nmor e about naki ng connections. A plus B, as opposed
to just thinking about a fornula.

If you | ook at a map of the Hudson River
wat er shed, nost of the maps, in fact, all of the
maps |'ve seen, have it ending at the Connecticut
State line. However, the fact is the best native
brook trout streamin the seven counties north of
New York City is Connecticut water. W provide
that. And it goes into Haviland Holl ow Brook. And
the water fromthe Swanp Ri ver cones to Connecti cut.
Thank you, HVA, for your wonderful statenent,
succinct. And the air conmes to Connecticut. Yet
Connecticut is not involved in any formal or
informal way. | think that's a m stake.

I think we have to recogni ze that
wat er sheds cross State and political boundaries.

And large towers that emt nitric oxide, sulphuric
acid, radiation, and other pollutants, are also --
al so go beyond political boundari es.

I'll note that down the road, down 55, the
natural gas plant was proposed, and it was defeated
by the people. |1'mappalled you don't have a public

newspaper here. That's very sad. That is not the
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Amrerican way. A friend of mne is Bob Boyle. Bob
Boyl e founded Ri verkeeper. He discovered the
pollutants -- industrial pollutants in the Hudson
River, PCBs. He wote a book called Acid Rain in
the early "70s. He's a historic figure, and he's a
current figure. He asked ne to read this to you
t oni ght .

"The single biggest threat to water in the
history of the United States is slick water
hydraulic fracturing, a/k/a fracking, for
unconventi onal natural gas and shale in nore than 30
states."

By the way, natural gas is nethane. |It's
many, many nore tines nore polluting than carbon
dioxide is to our atnosphere.

This heavy industrial polluting process,
which is coming to your town and is comng to ny
town, because we're right over the State line --
there is a national novenent for this transitiona
fuel. | think it's a mstake. |It's going to be a
tragedy. | have an article fromtoday's Christian
Sci ence Monitor. They're tal king about the economc
frailty of natural gas conpanies. There was an

article in the New York Tines on the 26th, |
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think. Just the day before, the Wall Street Journa
put out an infonercial Iike we're seeing during
interm ssions at the end of every eveni ng newscast
today. |'ve never seen anything like this. 1've
been around when Chevrol ets were advertised. Those
days are gone.

Now we have natural gas. This heavy
i ndustrial polluting process involves using a
witches brew of toxic chem cals, some, |ike Benzine
are carcinogenic, that contamnate rivers, | akes,
ponds, streams, reservoirs, wells, aquifers, and
wet | ands, thanks to the Halliburton | oophol e.

So, in other words, all the gas that cones
here could be comng up fromthis horizontal
hydrofracking in Pennsylvania. 1t's not here yet.
But | assune that despite a precedence-setting
opposition by the citizens of New York, that it wll
come. | hope it cones with great regul ation

Anyway, the Halliburton | oophol e was
concocted by Vice President Dick Cheney, fornmer
Hal i burton CEQ passed by Congress in the 2005
Energy Policy Act. The | oophol e exenpts the gas and
oil industry fromthe safe water -- the Safe

Drinki ng Water Act, which Bob contributed to at the
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time, the dean Water Act, the Cean Air Act, the
Nati onal Environnental Policy Act, the Superfund,
ot herwi se known as Conprehensive Environnent al
Response, Conpensation, and Liability Act, and the
Resour ce Conservation and Recovery Act. Thank you

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. Is

there anyone here who hasn't spoken yet who wants to

meke a statenent? Please conme up

Jessi ca Wade.

M5. WADE: Hello. M nane is Jessica

Wade. | live within the one-mile radius of where
the proposed plant will be held or constructed. M
mai n concern -- | have many issues with the plant

and concerns. But in particular, many of you spoke
about hydrofracking tonight. For those of you who
have not seen the docunentary Gas Land, | strongly
urge you to watch it. And what Gas Land basically
tal ks about is how t hese gas conpanies went to
| andowners, and they asked for their land and paid
them | arge suns of noney to start drilling for
nat ural gas.

And so just as many of us in Dover and
wi th our school district, we need noney. There's

not a lot of it going around. So they handed them
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| arge suns of noney for their | and and gave it over.
And t hese people signed off thinking -- and the
conpany is telling themit's safe and healthy, there
will be no problens, signed their land off. And
then years later, they're having problenms with their
water. They turn on their faucets, set their
lighter, the matches, up to it, and their water
explodes. It's on fire. And they can't drink it.
Their pets are dying. Their children are sick.

And while this is not going to be a site
where there' s hydrofracking, they're hydrofracking
in other parts of the country, and they're bringing
the gas to this plant where they will burn it.

So ny question is: |If the gas companies
that are extracting the gas fromthe |and are able
to wal k on and have | andowners sign an agreenent and
say that there will be no problens, what are the gas
conmpani es that are constructing the plants and to
burn the gas -- are they going to do the sane to us?

I know that a ot of noney is invested in
this, and that people need noney. But | ask you,
for the people that are going to put this plant on
our property in our small town, where our schools

are less than a mle away, in your hearts, are you
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really doing the right thing? Are you telling us
somet hing that night not necessarily be true? |
fully understand that our country needs energy and
that we need ways to get it and that we want our
i ndependence. | conpletely understand that. But |
know that there are other nmethods to get it. And I
know that our country is in a bit of a ness, and
we're trying to go through all avenues to gain our
dependence -- our independence. But is this the
right way?

And are you feeding us something and
t aki ng neasures to possibly overstep our town or
tell us sonething that may not necessarily be true?
That's all | have to say. Sorry if | may cone off a
little shaky. | amnot your typical activist. Nor
do I want to stand up here and tal k about this. And
| have a lot that can be going on. 1'm 22 years
old. | just graduated fromcollege. | have a great
life of ahead of me, and |I' m going places, and |
really don't need to stay here in Dover. | really
don't. And | probably won't be. But how can | turn
my back on ny nmom and dad who will be a mle away
fromthis or a conmunity that raised ne.

I roaned the halls here at Dover. As you
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go up these stairs, there's a nural | pointed that
awaits you as you open up the door. | care about

this community, and | care about the generations of
fam | i es who have been here, and their roots are

pl anted here, and they're not able to just sel
their homes and go off. [If they did want to sel
their homes, I'mwondering if health effects do --
if we start to see that there are health effects and
that people are getting sick, are people going to
want to conme into our comunity and buy our hones?
What are you going to do about that when we can't
sell our homes and we want to get out? So, thank
you.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Is there anyone
el se who hasn't spoken yet who wi shes to nake a
statenment ?

MR UITER [I'mJimUter. | teach
at Purchase College in the environnmental science
program But nost of you would know nme from Friends
of the Great Swanp. M concern is rooted in what
the inpacts are, potentially, to the swanp, to the
natural system which relates to the water quality,
quantity, wildlife, plants, things |ike that.

I have been tal king about this alittle
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bit in some of the neetings that they've held in the
community for the past year or so. And | personally
am gl ad to see sonething happen to that site because
it has been occupied by a series of very bad
polluters over the |last several decades. There is a
| egacy of pollutants that are still seeping out into
the Swanp River and the G eat Swanp.

So, fromthat perspective, I"'mglad to see
somet hing is being tal ked about that woul d help
clean this up and mtigate a little bit.

When | first started in, you fol ks were
planning to withdraw a nmllion gallons a day from
the ground water. Although there were sonme waftings
onit interns of, well, it wouldn't happen all the
time, it still canme up to be a hell of a |lot of
water. Now they said it's going to be 100,000, or
something in that order. |If they are able to do
that, then | think that's great. | wonder if they
woul d attenpt and how they are doing that. But if
they're taking it down froma mllion to 100,000 in
a running plan, 10 percent, | think that is an
adm r abl e goal

Part of the problemthat we see is

wi t hdrawi ng water fromground water will effect
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surface water. |It's going to draw down in the
wet | ands and streanms. And with the turnover of
water in the Swanp River being so low, it has very
little current in this area, drawing it down at al
can be a serious problem

| also amglad to see that there's plans
to not discharge it back in. | don't know where
it's going. But the early plan was to discharge a
lot of it back into the surface water. And that
bothered nme too. So | haven't gotten to go through
this in great detail yet, which | want to find out
what happened between the early discussions and
what' s bei ng proposed now because | think those are
some pretty good changes.

| think a serious problemis for Dover to
| ook at what is going to be happening in the area.
Because one of the goals of the EIS process is to
| ook at cumul ative inpacts. As was nentioned
before, there are at |east three major projects
proposed. One of them has been put on hold now,
Wnd Rose. But right on the same stem not very far
apart, is Dover Knolls, which still plans to take a
mllion gallons a day out of the ground water, and

Cricket Valley. This is water inpact. It's also
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traffic inpact. 1t's all sorts of inpacts.

I think the Town really needs to nake sure
that the cunul ative inpacts froma | ong-range
standpoint are considered in all of this. So that
they are laid out and there are clear decisions made
by the Pl anning Board. \Where they want Dover to be
in 25 years and how nuch shoul d each project take
fromor add to the Town. It's a little hard to
antici pate the econom c downturn that stopped Wnd
Rose. But these are serious issues that affect the
nat ural environnent but also affects the community
and soci al environnent and the whole culture of the
ar ea.

Air quality is another serious issue.
Several of you raised that point. You can't burn
fossil fuel without creating pollution. That
doesn't happen. These things are natural products.
They' re not renewabl e, but they are natura
products. And the result from putting deconposition
on organic materials that have -- we know t hey al
have nitrogens and sul phurs and all these other
chem cals. Wien you burn them they go sonepl ace.

So when you concentrate the burning of a

fossil fuel in one place, you really have to be very
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careful with what you do with the air going out of
it because it's going to contain pollutants. It has
to. You have to nmanage that.

I am planning to do a nore conprehensive
review and turn it in on behalf of FROGS (phonetic).
This is sort of ny personal spell about it, and |
will get sonmething in before the deadline on that.
Thank you for the opportunity to talk.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. Is
there anyone el se who wants to nake a coment who
hasn't done so al ready?

Peg Day.

MS. DAY: Cood evening. M nane is
Peg Day. | ama citizen of Wngdale. After hearing
from Peter, Jessica, Christine, Tonia, Cate, Jim |
think it's very obvious that we need nore tine. W
need nore tinme for individuals to study, to |earn,
to think, and to assess. There hasn't been
newspaper articles advertising this. There are few
who knew of it, thanks to tel ephone calls from
others, friends, neighbors. 1'mone who is asking
for nore tine.

I'd be happy to distribute cards to all of

you. | think, for the record, it is necessary that
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you all ask for nore tine. Perhaps it's even
necessary to cone to this microphone to ask for nore
time so it's on the record so nore people can becomne
i nformed, nore people can step to this mcrophone,
share their concerns. |f you have one question
after leaving tonight at 7:30, as it stands now, you
wi Il have an opportunity to send in e-mails or send
in witten questions. But you won't have an
opportunity to speak again. You won't have the
m crophone. You won't have an audience. And this
i s the audi ence where you spark people to think.
Your questions will be directed to DEC. You will
not have our fellow nenbers here who can hear you
who wi Il be sparked and interested into maybe
talking. 1'd be happy to distribute nore of these
cards to anybody who raises their hand and says |
would like to conme to that mc and ask for nore
time. |Is there anybody? May |?

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Provi ded they
haven't spoken yet.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think the
attendance here speaks for itself.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: |Is there anyone

el se who wants to come up here and make a statenent?
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The court reporter can't take down your comrents
fromyour seat. |1'monly going to ask peopl e who
haven't spoken already. 1s there anyone el se who
hasn't spoken al ready who wants to conme up and
speak? You can submit your comments in witing
t hrough August 1st.

M5. O NEILL: | spoke earlier. Does
that constitute a second reach to the podiumor not?

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: You spoke in the
prior session. You can speak again. But please
fill out a card.

M5. ONEILL: Lorraine ONeill, Town
Board, Town of Dover. Clearly, the public is asking
for nore tinme, whether they cone to the podi um or
not. They are speaking in the audience. 1 think
that should be respected. The Town Board will grant
a Saturday session, either it will be July 9 or the
16th. O which the DEC has prom sed us they will
take all of those coments and include themin their
reports. So please, at that tinme, conme when we
report which day it is, either the 9th or the 16th
of July. Thank you.

JUDGE GOLDBERGER: Thank you. Is

there anyone el se who hasn't spoken yet who wants to
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make a statenent?

Seei ng none, | am adjourning this hearing.

It is approximately 7:20 p.m Thank you for com ng.

(At 7:20 p.m, the hearing was

adj our ned.)

* * * *x %
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CERTI FI
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I, KAREN M FLEMM G a shorthand reporter and

Notary Public within and for the State of New York, do

hereby certify:

That | reported the proceedings in the

within-entitled matter and that the within transcript is

true and accurate record to the best of ny know edge and

ability.

| further certify that |

amnot related to any

the parties to this action by blood or marriage and that

amin no way interested in the outcone of this matter.

I'N W TNESS WHERECF,

a

| have hereunto set ny hand.

Karen M Fl emm g

Court

Reporter
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